
ANALYSIS

This ordinance amends Title 22 - Planning and Zoning of the Los Angeles

County Code relating to the Hearing Examiner procedure to provide the Director of the

Department of Regional Planning ("Director") discretion to determine which projects first

go to the Hearing Examiner before being heard by the Regional Planning Commission,

and includes guidelines indicating factors that will ordinarily indicate to the Director that

an initial hearing before the Hearing Examiner should be held.
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ORDINANCE NO. _

An ordinance amending Title 22 - Planning and Zoning of the Los Angeles

County Code, relating to the Hearing Examiner procedure to provide the Director of the

Department of Regional Planning discretion to determine which projects first go to the

Hearing Examiner before being heard by the Commission, and includes guidelines

indicating factors that will ordinarily indicate to the Director that an initial hearing before

the Hearing Examiner should be held.

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles ordains as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 22.60.171 is hereby amended to read as follows:

22.60.171 Conduct of .ftHearing eExaminer proceedings.

A. When a verified application is filed or a hearing is initiated for a permit,

variance, zone change or amendment, land division, or plan amendment and a hearing

is required by Title 21 or this Title 22, exoept as set forth in subdivision B, the t:lHearing

eExaminer shaUmay first hold a public hearing on all projects subject to a hearing before

the oCommission except on appeals and calls for review of projects decided by the

t:lHearing aOfficer.

B. For the first 12 months after the effective date of the ordinanoe adding this

seotion, tlhe eDirector shall determine which matters setfirst go to the Hearing

Examiner before being heard by the oCommission shall first be subject to the hearing

examiner prooedure.

C. One or more of the following factors will ordinarily indicate to the Director

that an initial hearing before the Hearing Examiner should be held:
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1. The proposed project requires the preparation of an Environmental

Impact Report;

2. The proposed project involves the preparation or update of a

community or area wide plan or a major amendment to the zoning or subdivision

ordinances;

3. The proposed project is likely to evoke significant public

controversy;

4. The proposed project involves the construction of 50 or more

residential units or 50,000 square feet or more of commercial or industrial floor area;

5. The proposed project will be processed as a major project pursuant

to the provisions of Title 22, Chapter 22.70, the "Major Projects Review Trust Funds"

provisions of this Title 22;

6. The proposed project includes a subdivision, general plan

amendment. or zone change;

7. The proposed site of the proposed project is in a location in the

County that is remote from downtown LosAngeles; and

8. Any other aspects of a proposed project that indicate to the Director

that a Hearing Examiner hearing would be appropriate.
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